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To the ſcattered Seed and Sheep 
of” Chriſt in all Nations, the 
true Iſrael by faith , unknown 
for the moſt part to themſelves, 
but more to the world and world- 
ly Chriſtian : yet , in this their 

| unknown or diſperſed eſtate, owne- 

ed of the Lord, as the Church that 

4 i are in God the Father, truly pure, 

| Catholique and Chriſtian,of which 

Chriſt Feſus is the alone and 

Immediate Head. | 


| Rethren and Fathers, 

| &c. that in jeſus Chriſt 
- are dearly beloved, and 
1! with God of great price, 
 , Grace and Peace be multi= 


1&. _ A3 plied 
f., = . 
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plied unto you , through the 
knowledge of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. | 


To you that are unknown 
and yer well known, it is in 
my heart to be reprelenting 
the knowledge of him that is 
invittble, and the view of your 
ſelves in your inviſible ſtate, 
together wich thoſe that are 
your known or unknown ene» 
mies 3 -aS that which may prove 
neither unſealonable nor un» 
profitable to you, in this day 
of Ifracls Capiivity but ap- 
-proaching Redemprion, which 
haftens faſt; art which time the 
Sons of Gud ſhall be made ma- 
nifeſt. 

If Parl, Ads 17. when he paſ- 
ſed by, and beheld the Athenzans 


Devorions, with an Altar, ha-- | | 
vang this Inſcription [To the uns, 
known: 
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hwwn God) took occafion from 


thence, to make him. known, 


whom they ignorantly worſhip-" 


£d. Surely, it ought not to be 


sccounted blame- worthy in any 
that ſeeth the Worſhip and de- 
vorions now-in praCtile, in the' 
viſible Chriftian Church,-to en- 
deavour the diftinguiſhing the 
right Catholique Church in its 
purity, and way of Worſhip in 
Spirit and Truch,:from them,- 


_ ahd from their wayes of worlhip, 
 ignorantly , however zealouſly 


performed, that paſs under-rche-” 
name of Chriltz Myſtical Body, 
and his Divine laſticucions, 

_ But you, beloved,are of God, 


 Ele&ed, known as by name, ha« 


ving this Seal and Mark from 
the Lord upon you, which is 
your Scabilicy and ſure Foun- 
dation; 'the Lord knows, who 
are his. And, let. every -one that 
og A -4 nameth 


g An Epiſtle General || 
nameth the name of Chriſt, depart 1 
from iniquity. 8.1 
No matter therefore, if theſe. 
come to you and find you, as to 
your outward eſtate, in Babylon ;; 
where, ( according to what is 
foretold by the Apoftle Fohn,inthe 
Revelation ) our abode is to be, as 
14 4 wilderneſs condition , for 
1260. years, now near expired., 
And although, from that ſtate 
of ſervitude and hard bondage, 
unto which you have been ex- 
poſed by the Rulers, #0 wreſtlings 
or contendings by humane wiſdgome 
and power , have auailed 'to work 
your deliverance, becauſe the ap- 
pointed time, (er by God, # not 
come; Yet, this ought to be your 
comfort, that ſo ſoon. as that : 
time comes,there will then need 
very little other help then the | 
grave it ſelf to caſt you. forth, as the 
womb doth her fruit, which it. cans || 
ni. 
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| not longer detain. For of this be 
" aſſured, that Chriſts dead body 
4 Fara can no more be held in its 


——————— a... 
” 


wrative grave, after the ſet time 


in his literal grave, As 2.24 where 
it is ſaid,'thar after Chriſt by 
wicked hands had been f{lain, 
God raiſed him up, having 
looſed the pains of death, be- 
cauſe it was not pcſſible he ſhould be 
beldof it ; Nor are you tobe too 


| inthis your low, d«eprefied and 
dead eſtate, under the rage and+ 
indignation of the world and 
poweis of it, lince to you Is the 
promiſe of Lifeand Reſurre&ion; 
and you are ſure forthe preſent” 
to be fed in the Wilderneſſe, and to 
be kept green and flowrilhing in your 
inward man, by (ecret dew, inſpis 

red aud dijtulled from Heaven, what- 
ever- perilbing «nd decays are 
. A 5 brought 


F # come, then his natural body,could, 


much grieved and diſcouraged 


| 
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bought upon your outward, where 
you a ebearing the marks :f th: dying 
of the !.ord ;eſus; Hearken theres. 
fore tothe call chat is given you,! 
of retiring inward into the life of your 
Head a+d Kot, the life that is hid 
with Chri}t in God. And, as the 
means to be ſo with more freedom, la- 
bor to keep the /oor of your ſenſual 
art, (ſhut, and taft cloled about you 
as much as may be, that the noiſe 
and diverſions of this ſinful and un- 
quiet World may not diſturb nor 
interrupt you. Fortho,thruugh 
impatience and unbelief, = 
may be arguing and concluding 
againſt your ſelves, as the whole 
houſe of Iſrael did, Ezek, 37.11; 
that your bones are dryed, your 
hope is loſt, and you are cut off, . 
for your parts; yet ye ſhall know 
that the Lord he is God, when be | 
hath opened, and brought you up, out” 
of your graves, V. 13, He will then 
own. 


 F - to the Myſtical Body of Chriſt, rx 

- | wh you viſibly, for bis people, by 
| wonderfully putting his ſpirit within 

you,and cauling you tolivez And 

; when you ſee this, your heart ſhall re= . 

"Joyce, and yoar loves ſhall flouriſh like 
an herb, and the hand of the Lord 
ſhall be known towaras you, his ſer 
vents, and his indignation towards ' 
bis enemies, He hath the weapons © 
of bis vengeance in readinels, full 
vials of his wrath, to be poured forth 
by his heavenly Militia and Troops, © 

upon the Berft and his Worſhippers, 

" when all bumane means fail, - This * 

' you are therefore to know, that 
though the Sainits who have ad-" 
ventured to oppoſe the Beaſt, - 
and the kingdom of Antichrift” 
#ll along,(contending. in a good 
Cauſe ) have been ſtill cruſhed, 
and ſubdued, as 18 fagetold, Rev. - 
13.7,: yet the time is coming, yea” 

 J$ even at the very door, for God to ' 

| 4eks the buſineſs into his ow# bands, 
and to*put forth th? power of his 
wrath” 
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wrath by heavenly Inſtruments, for- ' 
aſmuch as the earthly ones, (as you 
have ſeen) have proved ineffefinal, - 
And chis ought co be a teaching - 


co us, to depend upon God, for 
the avenging of his people,even, 


when all humane ability to per- I 


form it,is vaniſhed; and not ha= 


flily co run out, in the ufe of a+. 
ny indire& means, though tem- 


pted and allured thereunto, 


But, to return to the things ' 


which we propound' to ſet be- 
fore you, in this Epiſtle z They 


are reducible unto theſe parti» - 


culars, following. | 

1. Firſt, The fight and know- 
ledge of Chrift, as he is the In- 
viſible and Holy One, from 
whom, as from'the Head, all na» 


tnral as well as ſpiritual good, _ 


doth flow. 


2, Secondly, Chrifts Head» c 


ſhip, exerciſed by him, ( ever 


fince his aſcenſion) as he is che 


Son 


' © po the Myſtical Body of Chriſt, 14 
*-7%on of man, glorified; and this 
| inthe two diſtin& branches and 
adminiſtrations of it. The one 
thar,wherein he is the Lord and 
reftorer of pure, incorcupt na- 
ture, upon the principles of the 
F firſt Covenant, renewed, and 
confirmed in his blood. The 
. | other, that in-which he is the 
giver of the Holy Ghoſt, or, the 
Miniſter of the Spirit, and new 


forth, which, where it is recei- 
ved upon the principles of the 
new Covenant, never fails, but 
| abides-with ſuch, for ever, 

2. Thirdly, The true An- 
nointed Oges, or Witneſſes of 
Chrift, according. to both his 
+ before mentioned adminiftrati- 
ns, and the annointing, which 
Sis given, by the one-and by the 

" other, - | | 
þ 4 Fourthly, Thoſe that in 

| Principles ,. axe oppoſire unto 
6 theſe 


Name, as Ointment ponred | 


nw hd ————_ 


"7 — » _ 
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theſe two annointings and thi 
effe&s of them, declaring theil 


enmity, in and by the contint Th 
ed war they maintain againſt 
them, in the poſture of open ex 
nemies, or difſembled friends, 
both making up bur one and the 
ſame Kingdome of Antichriſt. 

5. Fifthly., what word and 
part of his ccunſels contained in 
the promiſes and prophelies, 
(not yet accompliſhed, ) is the 
Lord now fulfilling, in che. pre» 
ſence diſpenſations of our day? - 

I. To the firſt. Tis the Teſti 
mony, which came out of Chrifts' 
own mouth, concerning him- 
ſeit and his Father, ike 1+, 224 
that yo man know:, who the Son 
is, but the Father, nor who the 
Father 1s, but the Son, and bets 
whim the Som will reveal bimz; 
whichplainly declare*, that the 
beings both of the Father and of 


the Son, are great and bidden My=' 
(t eries. p 


; | zothe Myſtical Body of Chriſt. 15 
41 * es, The one 45 well as the other, 


5) 

C 
© 
[3 


fical and inviſible, and muſt 


*} be caught and revealed, before it 


" I” Ts — TTTO—_—_ 


| tan be cruly and fully known and 


underſtood, what they are, A- 
eable ro this, is that, Fob. x, 
12, No man hath ſeen God at any 


time, that is, immediately, but by the | 


means of the only begorten Son, 
which is in the boſome of the Father z 
be bath declared him, The Soy, - 


' therefore, whois the only begotten, - 
 tsſaid, to be the Image of the Inv: ſible 


61d; The firſt name and ſimilitude, 
whereby God is poſſible and capable 
to be known to others beſide himſelf, 
For by and from-bim, as-the bead, 
the knowledge and fruit of the whole- 
deity is derived and communicated,,. 


Inſuchfit images and lively repre 


ſeutations, as he hath fore determined 
wi hin himſelf, tobe known by, untq 


, bis whole Creation, from the begin 


wing to the end thereof. Hence ic 
is, chat we find Chriſt the Mediae 
tor, 


X ona: 
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tor, by the Prophet Tſay 43. 10; 
ſpeaking of bimſelf after this man». 
ner, Te are my Witneſſes (aith the 
Ford, and my ſervant, whom |. 4 
have choſen, The Lord, the Me- 1 
diator, hath and owns for his [Vit« 
neſſes, the Womans Seed, in the 
Head, and in the Members z the Pro= 
miſed Seed , in hu Servant , wn. 
Branch, the chief and principal onez@-} 
and in his Brethren, the ſame Seed, 
and who are made to bear hy Fa 
thers Name, (by Adoption ) as well 
as bimſelf, and tro continue it for 
ever; that one Seed, Gal. 3. which, 
ſaith the Apoſtle, is Chriſt, the my» 
ſti-al body, that areheirs according 
to promiſe. Ye are my witnefles, 
ſay's this only begotren, who 1s 
from everlaſting, rhat ye may 
know and. believe me,and under- 
fand, that I am be. Or, I amibe 
Son, that only does, or can reveal 
who the Father is 3; or, hol am, 
in mine own perſon; for, before me 
Was 


| was n0 God formed, or nothing for- 
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med or to be ſen of God; neither ſhall 


| there be after mez becauſe, [ am his 


leat Name and manifeſtation. 


' In me, it hath pleaſed che Father 


all fulzeſſe ſhould dwell, and this 
alſo, bodily ; in' the diſpenſation 
of the fulneſſe of time, By Chriſt 


then, (as we learn from hence } 
| We are to underſtand, that p.rſon, in 


whom Go4 firſt form's himſelf and 


| placeth bis Name, by his immediate 


engraving, and workmanth:'p, up- 


|- on the Tables of ſome creature Begin-= 


ning, ſome other nature begotcen by 
bim, in difference and diſtinion, 
from bis own; and which, as it is 
bis fir/{ work, ſo 4s it his moſt com- 
pleat and: perfet work; thar, 
which — all particulars 
and individua's in both creations, 
from firſt to laſt; (o that, as x0- 
thing 18 before it,to precede, ſo, no- 


'| thing is omitted, to make new, or to 


come after it, that is not eminently 
trealured 
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treaſured up and ſegted nt his pets 
ſon already, whd is Te firſt-bulnl 


every creature, he that was before 


all things, and by whom, a 
things conſiſt ; made the Alp 
and Omega ; he that was, het! 
zs, and he that is to come, the #þ 
mighty. In this ſtate of ſpiritual bs 
ing and hidden glory, Chriſt is trys 


ly and properly the Inviſible only - 


which - Moſes had the ſight of by 
faith; foreſeeing alſo hisincarnas 
tion, as he was to be the great 


Prophet, raiſed up, to the people | 


oft Iſrael, Who wien be conizth, 
{hould ceach them all things,and 
declarethe mind of God fully, 
receiving himfelf the lively. ora- 
cles immediately fromGods own 
mouth, 

From hence alſo it is, by rea- 
ſon ther there is ſuch an invilible 
one, who is with God from ever- 


taſting, as his mouth, and in the | 


office of Mediator, that in a 
is 


—- 
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| titLew, the firſt and ſecond com- 
F | mands are ſo poſitive and ſtrif, that 
Rt | peſhonld have no other Gods before 
the Lord, viz. the Mediator and Re- 
deemer, that brought Jſrae! out 
of Foypt, and made himſelf 
known unto them by his Name 
Jehovah, which imports the exe- 
* | eucion of his purpoſe and pro- 
| miſe, and ſo, the being hegives 
* | towhar his word hath declared. . 
This Name will be beſt interpre-- 
| redby the opening of 'another 
Phe of Scripture, which (peak® 
of Chriit in, this bis iniviſioce aria my 
ſterious being, Prov. and 9. chap, 
wherein the building, and workmas - 
ſhip that wiſdome forms for her own 
houſe, (1he'Santuary wherein God 
records bis Name) is moſt lively 
andexceliencly deſcribed,as that 
which comprehends all the ful- 
| nefſe and perfeTFion of all times and 
hinge, paſt, preſent and to come; 
He that was, -he that is, and he 
| thar 
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that is to come, the Almighty ; 
who, 4s in one and the ſume per 
ſon of the Mediator, he # the God, 
that builds all things, ſo he 18 alſ04 
the building or houſe-1t ſelf, which 
u his own immediate workmanſhip, 
and as in one total ſum, contains 
all manner of-perfeftion n it. For 


It 18 -#0t the Property of the firt in 
theTrinity,to execute, but ta purtoſt | 
and contrive what ſhall be execun 
ted, and by whom; and then, tht 
Execution, thongh it be by the ſame | 
divine Eſſence, yer, it is by reaſon | 


of a ſecond and third property, which 


is #atural to it ; accord ng to which, | 
God, that is one, is alſo three; One 


Nature and Spirit; Three, it 
Fiogerties and Operation; a Spirit 
-ajters[ych-an- incomprehenſible man* 
"ngr;45*34 known fully to himſelf a- 


| 


—_—— 


ha 


—_eetw =» _ =- 


"res ditin@, injpiring 
c 


properties, whence he gives being 10 
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kar bis Name, and give the ſight 
| nd krowledge of his Eſſential Glory 

«nd Likeneſs, unto the underſtands 
ing of «tbers, as his own mouth,that 
we up, to-utter and deliverthe 
| ipely oracle of bis Eternal mind. 

\ This Perſpe, whom God, from 
* | fternity hath .defigned co this 
bigh and great Office,is he, whom 
, | nemean, when we expreſſe him 

{ under the Title of the Mediator ; 
: | the //iſdow and Power, or under- 
| 
P 


WT. WW 8, wh. 
: O 


| ending and Will that God hath the 
© | image of, within himſelf, from all 
| Eternity, As 1t 1s #n bim, it is bim- 
ſelf; one that is with him, as 
| ought up by bim, that is daily his 


Whghr: and whoſe deſire alſo, is; 
t 


—— 


nthe habitable parts of Gods: 
Larth, and withthe ſons of men 3 
The wiſdom and power of Gods. Eſ- 
ſence, in che form of the higheſt un- 
mg and beſt will, purpoſing 
'tomanifeſt it.ſclf and bnild it ſelf a 
 bouſe in ſome other nature, wherein 
fo 


, 
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to dwell, and wherewith to cops 
verſe, whether 1pon terms of pury 
juſtice, or free grace; and o,. to 
make bimſelf either a ſojourner fu 
a-ſcaſon, or a home and in-aweller, 
as his place of Reſt for ever, 
And by the ſetting up of this 
building in the Perſon of the Me 
diator, as the Root and Founs 
dation of - all intercourſe bes 
eween God moſt High , and the 
work of his hands in both Cres» 
tions, let us-lee.the fruit and 
great benefit which comes: 
men as he himſelf deſcribechit# 
Prov.9.1,3-. For tythis means, the 
Beaſts are killed, the Lamb is ſacti«| 
fices, the Wine is mingled, or, the|| 
pure fruit of the divine nature is (o|| 
tempered and prepared,in its mas| 
nifeftation and dasy-break upon|i 
the Creatures underſtanding, ty} 
the firſt mixture of theſe two nature! 
1 the Perſon of the Mediator, chit 
ie becomes fir drink, and ſuitable 


meal 
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0+ #eat for all ſuch, as are to feed ac 


ure\this table of the [ ord. 
to! From henee itis evident, that 


dis to be looked-upon by us, 
under one Conſideration, in 
|bis own, proper, {imple, abſo- 

te and incomprehentible Ef- 
e, wherein heis known, and 
ſe&ly enjoyed by none bur 

If ; "in [chi moiſt blefled 
nity 3 and under another. 
ea«|Conſideration., according to. 
nd|vhat he - bath eternally. \purpo- 
aſk and #Qually made himſelf 
obe, in the perſon of the Me- 
che or, wherein onely be can be: ſeen 
ri«|)ythe Creatures making it unlawful 
| own any other image, form, or 
[Reneſſe of him, Exod. 20. 3.7. or 


n+ |tobow down to it, or Worſhip 
a|it3- forbidding unto Angels or men, 
y 1 the imaginations of God, which 
0s [they «are apt 10 feign of him _ 
of device of their own hearts, 


tle 


1411 


the objet? of their Worſhip, i 
this 


| 
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this very ground, becauſe be bath: 
one by bim,chat.he hatch made the: 
Angel of his Face and Preſente, 
whom he had employed tO.DHAg! 
them out of Egypt , and who: 

bo 


was ſeen by Moſes, -in the B 
and ſrewed Himſelf 'to- 
Church or whole Cong 


regation. 
of the People in the Wilderneſs, 
when they tempted him, inſet- 
ting up and Worſhipping a mol= 
ten Calf, of their own invention, 
new and ſtrange gods. This to dy 
before his face, and to own ( beſides 
him, hat was the face and mouth of F 
God amongſt them) would bea; 
great. provoking, which he told | 
them ſhould wot go unpuniſhed: 
This cauſed God'to ſay, Thou 
ſhalt have no other gods, beſides, 
or before me 3, that is, #0t oxely not 
in my ſight, but not in preferencet0 | 
him, chat 1 have given to. you, 8s | 
my face, and mouth, Provoke him 

not, for my Name u in him ; intis 

maring 
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F wating withal, that herein they 
4 were the more inexcuſable, be- 
”y \canſe they had him with them, 
0% and amongſt them. In him the 
F light of Gods glory was ſhining forth 
of. 
, Sa in Gods own face, and very ſimi- 
w 4; nude, ſpeaking his Mind by his 
n.'/"0 


";y0wn mouth; and he was tobe 
ſs, | incarnate, that the ſame Word 
t= | Wight be near us, even in our 
=} mouth and in our hearr, to hear 
| ityand do it. This is the Pro- 
"Phet, like unto Moſes, - which 
God faid he would raiſe up un- 
of Frocthem, out of, and from the 
a. midſt of their Brethren. 

Id | + Let us then acknowledge this 
J: | great Myſtery of the Father and 
2u | the Son, ditimgniſhing what God is 
5, | byNeture and Eſſence , from what 
ot | hegives himſelf to be, in the Perſon 
tt | "of the Mediator, the onely begor- 
as | ten, that lieth in his boſome ;, uho 
my jt # alſo by Meſſiah, whom be 
le 4 lends and makes as his Subſti. 
1:4 8 B cue, 
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tute, by way of his in-dwelling 
Deity and Preſence, for the per- 
forming of all his pleaſure, ir 
both Worlds. | 
The Trinity is the bead, and 
immediate cauſe of the being and 
fulneſs, which is let up 7 the per« 
ſon of the Mediator, whom they 
) not onely inſpire with each of therr 
Names and Similitudes, but make 
him a veſſel of meet uſe, to convey 
tbe holy cyl , in the way of.a two» 
fold Miniſtry, and pipe to both-Cre= 
ations; He therefore became in+ 
carnate,that he might make ufe 
of no other ſpokſman, immedi- 
ately to. interpret and declare 
the Mind of God unto his peo» 
ple, then the Sox of man glorified, 
of which, we have the lively Type, 
Fxed. 4. 15- 16. in the Office of 
Aaron , to Moſes, ſhewing that 
Aaron was made the Mouib to 
Moſes 3 and Moſes, the Mouth to 
God ; Aarons Office of ſpokſman, 
od figh- 


— 
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| ing out that of Chriſts manhood, 
and Moſes his, that of Chrifts Medi- 
ator=ſhip in ſpirits before bis Incar- 
nation; upon which occafion,God 
promiſerh there, in.the Type, 
that which he fulfills in Spiric 
and Truth, in Chriſts Perſon, 
"For, as Moſes bad commiſſion to 
ſpeck, to Aaron, as Gods ſfpuksman 
to bim ; ſv, hath the Spirit of the 
Mediator, to Jeſu the *01 of man, 
And as it was Aarons ()fice to be 
ſokeman untothe people, ſo is it the 
* Office of Chriſfts manhood , to be the 
Pokswan of him, that Moſes Typed 
out, that great Prophet , the Angel 
of Gods Face and Preſence ;, and 
tobe to bim, the Interpreter and de 
clarer of Gods Mind, and fignifier 
of Gods Commands, to all in both 
Worlds. Chriſt, (as heis the Soy 
of Man ) is tobimſelf , ( as he js 
_ the Word of God ) inltead of a 
Mouth or Prophet ; And Chrift zs 
be 35 the onely Becotten, or IVord of 
B 2 the 
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the Father, is inſtead of God, moſt 
-high, «nto his cwa Manhood ; an- 


ſwerable co che promiſe, made 


werſ. 15. andthou ſhalt ſpeak unto þ 


him, and put words into his mouth, 


(meaning Moſes to Aaron) and TI * 


will be with thy mouth, and with bis 
mouth, and will teach you, \ that 
Is both of you ) what ye ſhall 
A0s _. 

Here weſee ( and may lee it 
with Admiration, 4 the Queen 
of Sheba did in Solomons Temple, 


which was the Type) the Glorious | 
_ aſcent into the Houſe of God , and 


thegradual acceſs , which by one 
ſpirit,: we have through Chriſt, un- 
co the Father, I would have you 
know, faith the Apoſtle Paul, 
1 Cor. 11. 3- That the Head of e- 
very many 1s Chriſt ; the Head of 
the Woman, is the man ; and the 


Head of Chriſt, is God, Chrift, | 


that is the bead of every mangis the 
Flead of his own manhood , and 
there» 


u 


"a 


© 4 ls ** 
. . 
. © 
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therefore was Chrift Gods Angel, 


Meſſiah, or ſent one before he was 
Mn; and had for his Head, the 


' one God, and4 Father of all things. 


How God is the Head of Chrilt 
we have fſh:wed, The Blefled 
Trinity, is ihe Father to that onely 
begotten one, who 1s the hdden 

Wiſdom, ordained before the wor 4 
was t0our glory; The Ang | that 
is the Meſſenger and Mediator of 
Gods Covenant,: of whom, he com+- 
mands us to beware, Exod 23.2» 

' andeo obey bis voices provoke hin 
nor; ſayes he , for he will not 


; pardon their Tranſgrefſions, for 


my Nam? is in him. Whatcan be - 
more plain ? The »wſft high God 


{. bath his Meſfiah, his Angel or ſent 


one, inveſted with hit-Majefty aud 
* Power of command, whoſe Voice 
muſt be obeyed, as the Voice of 
God, it being his Office , ,to be 
inſtead of God, to his Church, 

' What hebinds, is bound, whac 
B 3 he 
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he remits, is remitted, for the 
Name of God isin him; Helis, 
in likenefſe and truth, ſo near 
to God, that he is Gods equal ; the 
true Michael , that 1s ſecond with 
God, in the Throne; and yet, 
he that is found in the Form of 
God, and accounts it not rob- 
bery, to be equal with God, oth 
not diſdain to have alſo hy Equals, 
the man , that is hz (elow, the 
manof hi right hand , whom he 
hath made ſirong for hims 

ſelf 
Wich the moſt knowing Jews, 
the acknowledgement of Chriſt in 
thz his Heavenly and Spiritual be- 
#1g, before his incarnation , was 
moſt ufual and avowed, The 
Angel that redeemed Jacob, Gen. 
48. they call the Divine Majeſty, 
down for God, and for Chrijt, 
that was tempted in the Wilder- 
neſs; whole voice, ſay they, is 
to be obeyed, as the voice of the 
living 
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iving God 3 and his office is, to 
be the Leader and Guide of the 
True Iſrael 3 the great Prince, 
that is the Preſence and Majeſty 
of God, and the Lord is Ruler 
overallche Earth as well as H-a- 
ven, and all that 1s therein, be- 
ing governed by his hand, U- 
to him, the pure and {imple eſſence of 
God, #4 the Father ; And he is (et 
up from everlaſting, the Fatoer 
ard Root, whence that chief Branch 
fpri-gs, that is Feſus the Lord and 
Chrijt, in the Capacity of Son to this 
Father, who muſt reign till all things 
be ſubdued under him, that is, all 
inferior Rule, Authority and Power 
whatſoever, that officiate, or ought 
to do ſo, in bis right; But when 
that is done and finiſhed, then 
ſhall this Son alſo himſelf, be ſub- 
dued unto him, that is, his Father, 
that raiſed him from the dead, and 
put all things under him ; that Gd 
may be all in all, 

B.4 This 


Fg 


F "= 
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This occaſioned Chrift, whilſt 


he was on earth, to ſay, 7o. 12. 
28. Father, Glorifie thy Name 


' ſpeaking therein, to God the Media» 


tor ; to him, whoſe office is, to be 
to him the Mouth of God ; from 
whom, he receives the lively Q- 
racles, to deliver to his Church 
as it 3S written, I will declare thy 
Name tomy Brethren 3 in the 
midft of che Church, will 1 ſing 
Praiſes unto thee. And again, 
I wil! put my truſtin him; even 
in hjm who wrought in Chriſt, 
when he raiſed him from the 
dead, and ſet him at his own 
right hand of the Majeſty on 
high, orin the Heavenly, 

This made Chriſt (ay, when[ 
am lifredup, I will draw all men 
unto me ; that is, mediately, and 
in order afterwards, to reſign them 
up unto his Father, and give up all 
his intereſt of Rule in chem, un- 


.tohim ; unto whom, as be 215 his 


Equal, 
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E qual, (for, ſaith he , 7 and the 
Father ate one.) ſo alſo he is his Ser- 


, «pant, and hath-his office of Mint» 
ftry under him, For the end «of 


Chriſts Miniſtry, is, to unvail the 
glory of bis Father , and to- ſhine 
with bim as ſecond in the Throne, 
which he prefers much befcre the 
drawing of all men to himſelf, to 
gepend, and reſt ou him onely, and 
not on the Father, n and through 
him, as all thoſe do, that reſt in 
the knowledge of Chrit,according to 


» $be fleſh, and behold nor that veil 


rent , upon bis Spiritual Croſs, 1n 
order to live to-him., that died. for 
them, and roſe again. 

-. By/ what we' have already 
ſheweil ,, we thave or may have 
the fizht of him who is-the. Holy 
and Invilible One, from whom, 
as from the H-ad, all Natural 
as well as Spiritual good doth 
4, OS | 

2. The next thing propound= 


B.5 ed, 


34 An Epiſtle General 


ed, is to ſet forth the two diftini 
Branches, aud Admiſtrations of this 


Headſhip, exerciſed by Chrift,- | 


as he is the Sox of Man glorified, 
Miniftring the Inſpiration, as 
nointing the Image of God, 
which- is given according to the 
Principles and Law both of the firſt 
and of the ſecond Covenant, The 
influence and effet hereof upon all 
rational beings, whether Angels or 
Men , in their mutable eſtate , or 
immutable, doth proceed from Chriſt, 
as he is the ſecond Adam , that 
quickening Spirit, who is Lord from 
Heaven ; And hereof, he hath 
his Living and undeniable Wit» 
neſs, in the Hearts and Conlſci- 
ences of his Subjeas and Fol- 
lowers, from the beginning of 
rhe World to the end there» 
Oo . 

1. Fhe Headſhip which Chrift 
exerciſeth by the firſt of thele 
Miniſters,is that of S»pream > 
tura 
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tural Lord and Sovereign over all 
Creatares , by the breath of whoſe 
mouth they were made , Pſal. 33. 


Revel. 4. 11. 41d redeemed by His 


Blood, - Revel.. 5.' 9. So that his 


"right of Rule to them and ov:r 


tbem, i; indiſputable , and their ob= 


Tigation for duty and ſervice to him 


mdifpenſable, and perpetual.. The 

els that fell, are charged, Jude 
6. with defeGion from, and retelli= 
0m again(t this their Prince and Sove « 


raign Lord, leaving and deſertivg 


bim, who was their appointed Ha- 
bitation, and Objeda of Worſhip and 
Duty by the very Law of their Crea= 
tion, And, untoche ſame diſobe= 
dience aud revolt from Chrift, was 
the firſt Adam tempted, who was 
ſubjefed at firſt, to none but God,, 
while God the Mediator Ruled, 
and man obeyed , all went right. 
For God, being moſt p-rfedly. 
wiſe and juſt, could nt err in con=. 
manding ; but man , thiugh inno« 

B 5 cent, 


*> cad 
">, 
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cent, yet being free and mutable, | 


was capable to be tempted from his 


Obedience, as it fell out. Satay, Þ 
that Ly his diſobedience, had overs. F 
throws himſelf, *kxew thereby, the Þ}F 


way, bow to overthrow man. He 
perceived, God could not be corrup- 
ted nor tempred to unwiſe of un» 


righteous goernment 3" Aid, if nel 
ther King nor Subje , could have © _ | 
been. corrupted , the Kingdom muſt F 


needs have ſtcod. Bur he quic 
found, "man was frail,” though Ho- 


ly, and had zot yer attained to- 
his 2ncorruþtible eſtate, though up- 


right, and was therefore capable 
to be wrought upon , and”"cor- 
rupted in his mind, from the 
fimplicity that is in Chriſt. Mar 
would be as Gol, have no guide,but 


_ bis own underſtanding, hating that 


Juſt reſtraint, which was needful as 
a bridle, to-be put upou him, to 


keep him from 'alling, and which, 


God provided to offer to him, as 
the 
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oe means to remain innocent, and 
out of bis mutable, into au im- 
wtable Holy State , without fin. 
But this would not go down nor be 
| borne; The reſignation 0 bis Will, 
| deft reſolution of it; into the 
Will of bis Sovereign, Sefrrvieg, 
| required Ts is good, 
would not be hearkened unto. 
= He could nor, or would ot thi 
bews allo 4 fool, as Rood in nee, 
F din ſo abſolutely at che will and 
les another, when as yet, he 
was big own man, free to continue 
wider the gntide of hy ownſelf Rule, 
a thing very beautiful and good, as 
' be thought, to be put into practice. 
This was the cborce God hed given 
unto wan, in this , bis Righteous 
k Mutable ſtate, eitherto rf to his 
} © own evidence, for the ordering of his 
, ſepsy: according to the Re, Fer be- 
fore him, and the' conditzon#l 
| \Terms of the Law'of Nature , and 
| Wo Agreement, or Covenant, made 
Pp 7 with 
| 
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with him at his Creation ; 0r elſezto 
diſiruſt his own wiſdom, as twſuf- 


ficient, to be his guide, and his . 


own power of Will, that was mu« 
table and uncertain its beſt ſtate, 
and thereupon commit and reſign 
himſelf, through Faith, unto 
the guidance and power of his Ne- 
tural Head, Lord and Soveraign, 
todo, as by the fight of Faith, he 
thould find him do, and cleave 
cloſe tobim, whatſoever he ſhould 
o before him in. 

The firſt of theſe, the firſt man 
determined himſelf in, and in that 
AR, choſe for his whole ſeed , as 
wellas for himſelf, who if Gd 
pleaſed, might have bin then 
concluded by it, without any new 
offer cf Grace, made unto chem, 
or their ever being broughr co 
fo fair a tender again, Ent ſo far 
was God the Meaiator, from ap- 
plying himſelf ſpeedily , to any 
{:vere courſe of proceeding again 

te 
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| the firſ® Adam and his Pofterity, 
that finned with him in his loins, 
; 45 that he takes this occaſion to re- 


new his firſt offer, upon the experi- 
ence man now had, of truſting to 
bisown Wiſdom and. ſtrength. God 
freely, of his own accord, makes 
a promiſe to man , of 4 Redeemer 
that ſhoald come 1 his own Na- 
ture, and be made fleſh, to reco- 


| wer him out of his ſinful corrupted 
| fte, and bring him and his Po- 


ſterity once more, into 4 ſtate of 
Reconciliation with God, that what 
the Law could #ot do, in that ir 
was weak through the fleſh, might 
be done by Gods ſending his Son in 
the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, who by the 
Sacrificing of himſelf , candem= 
demned fin in {the fleſh , that 
the righteouſneſle of the Law 
might be fulfilled in all ſuch, as 
walk not after the fleſh, bur af. 
the Spirit, And here, behold 


© therighteouſneſſe of God, which 


Is, 


. CT ICY gn. 
$7 od 
$*. + 
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15; and declares /ir ſelf by, che 
faith of Jeſus Chriſt, -unto'-all 
and-upon all, that believe;'mg- , 
king no difference; bur a, 
have finned, and come {hore>c 
the Glory of God, 2n the: AGof 
our firjt Parents diſobedience,,'{o'al! 
fhonld--be: reſtored and*broughr 
into a capacity of being juſtified 


from the Juſtice of Gods.Law, 

tharhath been broken,and: muſt 

be ſatisfied , eicher by: thei per» | 
fon offending, or ſome othef 
Proper-to make gtouement by his ob 
'dienace inthe impinationw hereof we 
may be accounted li rghteous, as by 
the Aft of Diſobediznce inthe firſt 
Adam',..we were made fizers, 
Fhis is done, by the Redeniptzan, 


” # E 


which.is wrought for all men, 


C - 


e 
[ 
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| forgiveneſs of fins, through the . 


- 


Bloodof Chriſt, eitber conditionally, 
or abſolutely, Col. 1. 20, 23. Here- 
;, upon, God expreſly and fincere- 


, 


" ly declares,he deſires not the deatb 


"of a ſinner, having ſent his onely 
z7otren Son into the World , 
that all ſhould live through him, 


| and none periſh or die in their fins, 


for want of a poſſible and ſufficient 
Remedy; even him, whom God 
| hath fore ordained and ſet forth, 


1 to be a Propitiation through 
Faich in his Blood , for the rex 


miſſion of fins that are paſt. And 
this is ſo far from making void 
the Law or firſt Covenant be» 
tween God and Man that It does 
gablifh ic, and much cleac vu 
; the Juſtice of .God, ine Qing 


| the Debt of Obedienceand Alle- 
_ cording to the Law, why | 


giance due to him from: 
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AT of Oblivion , freely, and of 
grace hath been paſſed, the benefit 
whereof 1s conditionally extended 
»ntoall, Hence it 1s, that the 
. Office of giving and putting in 
execution the Law of God, 
itisa Ainiiry, that works wratl 
is committed by the Father un 
Chriſt, as he is the Son of 
Firſt, to diſpence Fudgement w 
Mercy ; great patience , and [ 
ſuffering; and afterwards, wit 
out Mercy, as that fiery Indignatis 
on, which is reſerved for wilful 
and hardned (inners. 

This Chriſt doth plainly inti- 
mate, Luke 12.10, Where he 
fzith, whoſoever ſhall ſpeak a 
word againſt the Son of Man, Nt 
(hall be forgiven him z but unto 
him, that blaſphemeth againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt, ir ſhall not be 
forgiven, For what elſe can be 
the meaning of theſe words, but 


that Chrift would have his Dif- 
Cl= 


% 


| 


: 
' 


wt 


4 
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ciples know, that Judgement was 
committed to him , as he is the 
Sox of Man, made the chief offi- 
'terand difpenſer of Gods juſtice, 

whether diſtributive or revenging, 
the exa&t Rule whereof is given 
and conteined in the Law of nature, 
i Covenant of Works ? The Tranſ- 
greſions againſt this law,are capable 
of remiſion , and forgiveneſſe 
through bis blood, the interceſſion 
whereof ſpeaks better things then 


| +þ that of Abel, and prevails for gifts 


even to the Rebellious, ſo that they 
receive not Gods grace, nor take his 
Name in vain : If they do, he will 
wt bold them guiltleſſe , nor continue 
any longer to extend to them, the 
benefit of his Sacrifice, Secondly, 


| therefore judgement was commit « 


ted to bim without mercy , in re- 


| ference to ſuch fins, 'which, the 


4 


+ doers of them, blaſphemed and re- 

Ifed the Miniſtry, he was incrufted 

with, of giving the Holy Ghoſt, or 
| In- 


- 
"4 
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inſpiring the hearts of the regenerate, 
with.the new Name, and that fa» 
ving knowledge of Grd, which is 
commur.icated according tothe Law *© 
of Faith, and of the uew and ever- 
laſting Covenant. * 
This is the Royal Office ad 
Dignity which Feſu as the Son of 
man 1s exalted to, by the perfon- 
al union which he hath wich the 
Word, being made a meet Miniſter, 
in all reſpe&s, through his death &: 
reſurredion, 10 diſpence Gods ſoue» . 
raign juſtice, and to —_ 
Judgmene and Equity, according 
ro the law of nature, renewed and 
confirmed in his own blood , Herem, 
he is King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords, the great and univerſal Mo- 
tarch , that is appointed Law- 
giver and Chief Fudge in Heaven 
ant Earth, to and over all natu- 


ral\'Beings, ' whether Angels or 
men, x 1s the rewarder of e- 


very man according to his works 
ws *, 1 e with 


N, 


_= - | 
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| withthe ſame meaſure, that any 
man metes unto .another, he 


meaſures out unto him again, 


. | and ftritly doth infift upon and 


require that which is juſt, and 
due to be paid unto God or Man, 
by the law and principles of the 
firſt Covenanr. He. therefore 


cident to that Communion with 
God, commicted co him, to dif» 
pence, being the Head of Gods 
| diftributive, as.well as revenging 


Juſtice, and wilt make ic appear 


that he deſires not to reap, where 
be hath not ſown, nor co gather 
where he hath nor firſt ſirewed, 
and diſperſed abroad in his 
bounty and liberality, none be- 


| ing a more chearful giver and 


lender of his Goods chen He, 
looking for nothing again, where 
there is no abiliry co pay, not 
happening through our own de- 
aulr, 


Tha 


hath the Gifts and Abilities, in» 


er re es 
. 


« 
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This is the Miniftry , which | 


works wrath ; that is to lay, -com- 
trafts a debt of puniſhment, and of 


the curſe, to every one that joyns ie | 


with Ged, upen the terms of this 

venant, and Continues not'in all 
things, written in it, to do theny, 
And although bythi Miniſtry, and 
that from Chriſt himſelf, as he is 
the So of man, there be a life, and 
communication of Gods Image given, 
which, in its (elf, conſidered, is 
pure, holy, rizhteous, ſpiritual, and 


good ; yet it 1s but pon ſuch terms, ' 


that it may be again with-drawn, 


- and revok'd by the giver, if he 


pleaſe; or, may. be corrupted or 
forfeited by the recerver, and ſo end 
in death, and wrath. The proof 
of this was ſeen at firſt, in the Fall 
of our firſt Parents ; aud i ſince, in 
all the Chi/dren of Perdition, . who 
after all their great and high 


enlightenings, and cleanſing © 


from all their old (ins, fall into 
a 


| 
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srelapſe, chat is irrecoverable, fo 
#'to become trees twice dead, 


[roots and burned: 
It is Chrit'in the exerciſe of 


tend, when we (aj, that he 5s the 
Lord of Nature, and the Fountain 
0 Jae, upholding a power- 

and laſting witneſs 'of him- 
ſelf in the very natural conſcience, 
where he begers and ſets up that 


| knowledge, which declares God. 
'T ft, ard the juſtifier of him, that 


either is perfetly righteous , in his 
own perſon , with the righteouſneſſe 
that bis Law requires, 0r, that a 
default thereof ) is righteous in ano- 
ther, that God hath given to be 
made @ ſacrifice for them, that they 
thereby might be made the righ- 


| teouſneſſe of God, in him; ſuch, as 


he 18 willing t0 accept, on their be- 


Py balf; and to reward not of debt,but 


of grace. 


ftenly ro be plucke up by the - 


this bis firit Miniſtry, that we in-: 


In 
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In-one of theſe two wayes, it | 
3s poſſible for all men, to bejus, 
tified 3 to anſwer the end of che" 
Law, and to receive the reward .; 
of it. Burt as to thoſe, that neither 
in the one nor the other of theſe ways,, . 
deſire to approve On and be 
found . righteous , they are. juſtly . 


convinced of all, and ſhall be judge. 
e4 of all, as meet cojefs for Gods 


revenging Juſtice, to be ſhewed-up» 
on, as the judgement, that is final, 
after which, no place 18 left for mer=' | 
cy. | So then, in and by this Miz * 
niftry, that begins in Juſtice diſtrie, - 
butive, which is founded in Gods: : 
bounty and liberality, by which: 
he giveth co all, their being, life. * 
and motion, and filleth the de- 
fire of every living thing; and: 
which endeth in avenging and pu- 
xiſheth Fuſtice,vupon mercy and boune 
ty abuſed, ( as the known, natu- , 
ral principles of all Law., and.< 
righteous magiltratical Govern» 

; ment) 


t | ment }God manifeſts -himſelf the 
». 4 Fountain thereof, in the Perſon 
e'4 of Chrift, the Mediator. And 
d of in this kind of knowledge of God,and 
r | ohedience to his Law, all man kind 


| ae and muſt be converſant, whether 
| they will or #0; and are to ſhew 
7 themſelves, either his obedient 
| ſujetts, whom be countenanceth, 
'prote&eth and rewardeth,in their 
well doing ; or his. rebellious and diſ- 
loyal ſubjefs, over whom, he will 
Þ gorifie bimſelf, in his avenging ju=, 
F fice, and diſpenſation of Judge- 
- | Ment at laſt, without mercy. 
A remarkable example of this 
| we may ſee in the Cale of Jacob 
J 1d Laban, Gen. 31. 44. Laban a 
ghceous a leaſt preten-» 
© | ding to'it, in his appeal co the 
God of Juſtice) converſing with 
| God, in and under the Law of 
+ Nature, and what of God is to 
beknown, under the miniftery, 
\ | faith to Jacob, come now, after 


all 


w 
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all our difference and unkind» 
neffe, thou ſhalc fee, 1 wilt deal 
righteoufty with thee; and'pur 
thee to the proof, who ſhall be 
found more righteous, thou in 
thy way of ſerving God, or I, in 
mine. Let us ſtrike a Covenant, . 
I and thou, and let 'it be fora 
wirneſſe between me and thee; 
Let him whom 1 know and ſerve 
by the light and Law of Nature, 
and whom thou ſerveſt by a 
higher Law and light, that of 
Faith, (which doth not deſtroy, 
bue eſtabliſh the Righteouſneſſe 
of the Law) let him, whoſe eye 
onely ſeeth, and before whom 

we.cannot be hid, (either from - 
L 13 knowledge,or his vengeance) 
watch and mark our carriages, 
in purſuance of our Covenant 
and Agreement ; and accord» 
ingly, be a witneſſe, for, or a- 
gainſt us,upen the breach there- 
of, Unto this Jacob cheerfully 
agreed 
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agreed upon/his principles, and 
Labax "Na his. — which, ic is 
_ evident, that the ſame God and 

Chriſt may be converſed and 
walked with, upon differing 
principles; and that righteous 

ts may be upheld, and 
maintained by thoſe that own and 
call Chriſt to witneſle, as he is 
* the Sovereign Miniſter of Gods Fu=- 
flice,whetber their knowledge of him, 
be according to the firſt or ſecond Co- 
» venant, in both which, Chriſt comes 
forth, as to his Communications, 
ard enlivening Preſence , in tbe 
brarts of the Sons of men 3 which 

is the point that weare now u 
oh and have cleared,in the firſt 
branch of it. 

* Branch 2. The Second ( being 
thar which confiſts in a knowledge 
and manifeſtation of God, that 18 
* beyond and above nature, that 
| which man, in his natural make, at 
the beſt, reacheth not, or bath a mind 
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or will toreceive) is more difficule 
to be expreſſed, and when ex- 
preſſed, ro be underſtood. For 
afcer this manner God 1s not 
ſeen or Communicated unto as 
ny, but in aſecret, and hidden 
way, Which he makes not com- 
mon, but reſerves for peculiar 
kindnefſe to thoſe that find 
Grace in his fight, upon their 
coming, as Eſther did, into the 
maner Court, to have thisgolden 
Scepter held out to them , by 
promiſe, orelfe they die. Gods 
firſt voice and manifeſtation of 
himſelf, unto the Creature, 


' ſpeaks and declares him ( as we 


have ſhewed }to be juſt, ina way 
of law, and righteous Govern- 
ment, which he.exerciſeth over 
his Creatures, He is their ſove» 
reign; they are his ſubjeQs; 
in order to receive the reward, 
of Love, or of Wrath: Thar 
which this Second Voice mini- 
ſters 


| 


«| 
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ers and ſpeaks, is that Love, 
and the knowledge of God in it, 


- which he ſpreads abroad in the 


hearts of his good and loyal fub- 
j:&s, after the proof made of 
the loyalty and ſtedfaſtneſſe of 
their love to him; N:t that tfcy 
love him firſt, but of his own Will 
they are begotten, Ly the word of 
Truth, into this leve of his, which 
comprehends them, long before they 
apprehend it, and God iait. Bur 


he that ſhall come, will come , and 


will not tarry, if by Faith we are 
taught to wait for him, whom, h;= 
ving not ſeen, yet, we love, or, have 
ſecret cleaving to, and earneſt long- 
ing after : In whom, even whilſt 


| weſee not, but find ourſelves al« 


together in the dark, and at a 
loſs, as to what may be ſeen and 
known of him, into natural light 
and reaſon ; yet, believing, and ha- 


 ving thereby given us the evidence 


of things, unſeen by the natural eye, 
| C3 they 
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they become ſo real, and are made 
ſo certain to ws as we rejoyce with 
Jy unfpeakgble.and full of Glory. 
We could do'no more, were we 
at theend of our Faith, and did 
fee, as weare ſeen, as we ſhall, at 
the compleat ſalvation of our 
Souls, 

From him then, that is thus 
the Love and Joy of the believ- 
ing Soul, ( that is toſay, Chrift, 
the Vinifter of the _ and 
giver of the Holy G 
that new Name whicl' none 
know but they that have it, is 


oft, and 


this 'Second kind of Knowledge 


of God, and Communication 
of life from him, that we defire 
ro open, and lay before you, 
You have already heard, that 
Chriſt is. the 'onely begotten of- 
God, ashe is the Building and 
and SanQuary which he that is 


the builder of all things, ſetsnp . 


in himſelf, for his own uſe, = 
is 


: 


| 


- - 
4s 4 
= 
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bis Temple and ſpeaking-place, 
where to give and whenceto de- 


_ liver his lively Oracles and In- 


ſpirations, of boch ſorts, with 


| - which he fills all chings, In this 
Heavenly Habication, God re- 


cords.his Name, and: hath che 


place of his Throne and of his 


ootftoo!, with which, he will 
dwell and tabernacle among his 


People for ever. 


Again by this workmanſhip 


' and heavenly building, Chrift 
the Mediator, bath a Creature being 


given unto him #: þ7rit, before the 
world was, and is he, who was 
before all things, and by whom 
all things conſiſt ; 15 the Angel of 
Gods Face and Preſence, that is 

God and with bim; Firſt, As 


bis chief meſſenger and ſervant, his 


Meſſiah ; and then, as his ſpouſe and 


* equal, that lies in his boſom, knows 


el bis ſecrets, and 1s retained. i 


the moſt intimate bond of ſpiritual 


4 mar - 
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marriage union; that is poſſible far 
Creature-nature to be taken into with 
God, even by perſonal union, as the 
body is with the Soul, - And'thus 
Chriſt is found, even as 4 Creature 
in the form of God, and is called 
Michael, Gods fellow, and equal, 
afcer ſuch a manner, as the body 
is to the -ſoul, both making but ore 
perſon. 
«Now Chriſt,, as he lies in the Fa» 
thers boſome, and is the ſpouſe to the 
bleſſed Trinity, is a higher manifes 
{tation of God,, then he hath ſent out 
from God, as the Mefliahs tht 
tears Gods Name ouly by figure aud 
repreſentation, as his ſingle image, 
which yet peaks truly, what God u, 
and as fully as the Creatures firit 
veſſet of Receipt and Meaſure, 
knows how to hear and receive; but 
doth not ſpeak out all Gods fulneſſe, 
nor ſhew the Original it ſelf, where- 
of zx 1s the Figure and Charader, 
which, in eagle ftanding and 
| ap 
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appearing our of God,as a thing 
diftin& from God and nor ar the 
fame time, known to have ary 
abode in him, after that inti- 
mate'manner of union and con- 
jun&ion , before-mentioned , 
the finite and' ſhort-ſighted rnder- 
flanding of the Creatirre is ready to 
imagine that manifeſtation and 
ſight of 'Gods glory to be all that is 
to be known, and inherited of God 
And to deſire, is the Iſraelites did, 
Ex0d.20. 74 the Perſon of Moſes, 
as rhe type, that God world nor 
add to ſpeak'more or ſhew forth his 
naked and unveiPd glory tothem'; 
bur they would content them- 
ſelves to hear God (peak, under the 
veil, which Moſes had jot wpon his 


face, and vor look ot, after any 


bigher attainment. When God had 


; ſpIen oace, and ſhered the Crea- 


ture, s mich of himlelf, as it could 
take in by its firſt mak» and con- 
ttitucion of being »pou natal 
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Principles, be proceeds to declare his 
purpoſe to ſpeak again, and form ' 
a bearing ear and ſeeing eye, of 1a 
tion'd to bis ſecond voice, adding _ 
\ this kind of hearing and fight tothe 
| ſum and creatare=being,(whole firſt: 
: proneagecs + of Knowledge and 
ill, are too ſhort and weak to 
bear this voice ) called in Scrip=- 
ture, the fight and hearing of 
Faith, that muſt be mixed with our 
natural Principles, as their ſtability 
and conſummation, and have the 
place of guitle tothem, and-Lord 6- 
ver them, that the Scripture in 
this ſence may be 'made good, 
that the elder {hall ſerve the youn- 
ger. The root of. this Second ſight 
"of God, is wrought out-in Chriſt, - as; 


Go1s boſome , and fatw thence, is. 
made.the Miniſter and ptver of 
what himſelf firſt: receives and en- 
joyes, Sa;that now ſuppoſing the. 

_ ſpirit of the. Mediator, (hat is the: 
onely 


| heis the oxely begottey that lies in- - | 
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. } © onelybegotten, and firſt born of every, 
' | ' rreatute) gobe chores of all natu- 
«|, ral Principles and TerfeSinn, as he 
'+ 1sthe Meſfiah and the bearer axd 
* bt? weyer of Gods firſt wice ( of which 
#6 have already ſpoken) we are 
- now.to know, that God proceeds 
tomake the ſame onely begitten, to 
| bave being and abode in him, as bis 
| peculiar poſſeſſion, and choiceſt ob- 
| je& of his love, in che relation of 
_ his ſpouſe and conſort. Heis formed 
')* Ind prepared hereunto , by becoming 
tint that is made able te bear, re- 
| "ceive, and. obey Gods Second woice, 
his higheſt, moſt excellene and 
fulleft manner of manifeſtation of 
\ | bimſelf t0 creature-underſtanding , 
| oer in the diſpenſation of 
the fulneſle of time, fo become? 
man, made of a Woman, under the 
[ Law ,and afterwards raiſed up front 
*1 thedead, and made to fit down on 
the right hand of the majeſty on hizh ; 
* working out the ſame work, in Jeſus, 
| his 
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| hisſervant, the chief and princi- 
| pal branch, which is firſt wrought 


out in himſelf, af in the root and bead 


; of all natural and ſupernatural per= 
' feQion. Itis then @ kind of work- 


ing over the Creatures, again, out of 
its firſt frame 'and conftitution of 
being znto a frame and confticuti- 
on much more excellent and capucis 
ous , @ ſtate incorruptible , never 
needing, nor being ſubje&ed to 
change of any kind, afterward, - 

which the -firſt building, upon | 
natural principles, doth , and 
did need, Th# working over, or 


rebuilding the Creature again, cal- 


led in Scripture Regeneration, is 
not ſimply reſtoration, or confirmation, 
conveymg immutablentſſe to the firſt 
Prizciples, and no more, but it is 
quite @ new Creation, that takes 
down of the firſt building, as much 
as the builder plzaſes, and leaves no 
more of it ftanding , then what us 
conſiſtent with, and grows up mt? 


Pere 


& 
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erfe harmony, 'uſe, and ſervice- 
ableneſſe to antl with the new ad- 
+ |: dition and enlargement that is made, 

not deſtroyin the firſt Image of God 
iuman. Thus rebuilding work then 
produceth not a total annihilation of 
the natural being 3 but brings upon 
the life and manner of operation 
that flows from natural principles, 
ſuch a ceſſation as @mounts to a kind 
of death z at leaſt, to @ bitterneſſe, 
| more then death it ſelf, rendring it 
| impoſſible forthe Creature to live or 
wove any longer unto fin and evil ; 
and quickying it, and raiſing it out 
of this dead ſtate, intothe greateſt 
freedom to, and ftedfaſt perſever- 
| ance in all kinds of good that is 1ma- 
ginable, as that which becomes moſt 
natural and delightful, the contrary 
| . thereunto moſt grieeveus and diſ- 
; | quietful to it, 

This Second Life, which ac- 
companies Salvation, arid brings 
immortalicy to light, is a kind 
of 
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of life from the dead, that the. | 


- natural beings: of Angels. and 


Men are begotcen.into,, by. 
made meet 'Femples-and\S Sub» 


jets for the Holy Ghoſt ;; in a 


inte of life eternal, by a union 


with God that can. never be dif- 
ſolved. , Angels therefore as well as 
men, are A ed Children of the Re- 
ſurreQion, Luk.20. 35,36: as they 
are brought into a ſtate, neverto 
change more. 
. Hence.is it, ) even: amongſt 


theſe Children:of . the Reſurretiion, 


that the immortal life, wherewith 
they. are: quickened by Chriſt, as he is. 
the giver of the Holy Ghoſt, is of. 
two ſorts, as td the degree and meas, 
ſure of tbe glory thereof. Firſt, 
Such, wherein men and Angels. are 
equal : And the Sceond, Such, 
wherein ſome men are made in ſuch 
manner Chriſts equals, the Lambs or 
Bridegr.oms Wife that lies- in his. 


boſome, that they are the Angels ſu- 
perzors, 


| 
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periors, and are made joynt heirs 
with Chriſt, of that Name, which 
; he hath obrained, better then that 
which is the Angels food, that word 


| | of Gods auth, that they live upon, 


Sothat now, when we ſpeak of 
Chriſt, as the Author of life eternal, 
this ſecond ſort of Miniſtry, where- 
inthe natural beings of the crea- 


| ture are, as it were, wrought 0- 


veragain, and rebuilt, we would 


| beunderftood, that there is « birth 
* |* of this immortality, which amounts 


tothe giving of the Holy Ghoſt, in the 
fngle portzon of it, and alſo in the 
double portion thereof, as we (hall 
diftin&ly open in its place ; both, 
being diftin& from that pure, holy, 


| righteous Life of nature, that was at 


| firſt given by Creation, or afterwards 


| !enewed by a Reſtoration and kind 


of new creation of qualities, bur, 


*Þ falls ſhort of true and ſaving Rege- 


weration, properly and rightly ex. 
plicated, and made known; by 
which 
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which'the natural frame and make of 
the natural ſout, and ſpirit of man, 


i, in a manner wholly altere4 and x 


changed, and much for the better, 
becauſe it i raiſed out of "its 
frail," mutable, wavering, as well x 
fintuls natural ſtate,” into a' ftrong, 
ſtable, immutable poſture of mind, 
in Righteouſneſſe and true Holineſſe, 


as a Rock and Stone,that the gates 
of Hell, canot prevail againſt,” This : 


urther Gift' and Grace of God 


cheugh it 'be the'end of Mans * 


Creation, and that, which God; 
as the reward to thoſe that are 
obedient under the firſt Miniftry, 
does propole and hold forth, m 
a way of promife, 'yet'it is con- 


ditional, and fo, that, which'in , 


Juſtice, God need'not confer up 
on any, that perform net the 
condition, but by their fio, do 
forfeit it. And therefore it fo. 
tiappens, that all who inheric 
this bleſſing, are made receivers 


of. 
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of it, by promife, and by a ſe- 
cond and new agreement with 
God; which he enters into with 
' them, in regenerating - them, 
and makes them new Creatures, 
thenceforward to ſerve him, and 
live co him, in newneſle of Spi- 
ritand Life, Do 
:. 3.1 We now come to (hew, ac- 
cording - to:the Third particular 
, propoſed, who thoſe be,that are 
| Chrifts Annointed Ones and 


- |+ Witneſſes, under both his fore- 


mentioned adminiſtrations; and 
the annvmcing it ſelf, which is 
given, -by:{the one and by the 
other, 15D 
«Chriſt is, as we have fhewed, 
the original and primitive patern of 
all Perellios; the works, that. 
| were finiſhed- from. the begin 
ning, known'to God from/all E- 
ternity, and aQaally wronght, 
| and ſer up from everlaſting, in 
the Mediator, through that E- 
ternal 
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rernal wiſdom, which was. by 
God, as one brought up with 
him, Prov. $, and whom he pol+ . 
(efled in the beginning ,of this 


way, before his works of oldyere 


ever the earth war. And what 
is true in Chriſt, who 18 ot onely 
the root, but the chief and principal 
branch, hath irs witneſs and is 
declared in the work which he 
begets, and ſhines forth in, as 
mongſt his Members, knit to 
him, by an abiding , or indiffo- - 
luble union; all char arebranchs 
es in this true Vine, whoſe: fruit ® 
ſuch as is cheering, boch to the 


 beart of God and of man; firlt of 


man confidered in his higher or low- | 
er attainments, and owths up in+ 
to- the kyowledge und love of 


as be is man, aud no more, part aks 
of the ſpirit of God by meaſure ; And | 
Secondly of man, made the onely bes 
gotten of God, that lies in the boſome- 
of the F atber, and is anointed mw 
| the 


| 


= 
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thr Oyl of gladneſſe above biz fellows, 
which Wit Kobe manhood is, 
/ and that after ſuch ſort, as not 
| rohave and inheric the dignity 
of it co himlelf, ſingle and a- 
lone, but as the bead and bucband 
» that general Aſſembly of the firſt 
born, whoſe Names are written in 


| Heaven,and baveright to tbe double 


portion, 
' The right opening of this, is the 
great Key to all our Prafiical, and 


 |' Experimental Knowledge of God, 


which is found amongſt the drſper» 
ſted Seed of God, that are either 
of the one or other birth, Chil 


= dren of the firſt or ſecond Covenant, 


| in ation, tongue, language, 
iefinis, traly Ar God and <a 
' king righteduſueſſe, and therein ac 
| cepted of God , either throngh 
| Faith, or with that common ac- 
| —_ declared, Gen.4. if thou 

colt well, (halt thou not be ac- 
cepted? whilft-in the mean time 

they 
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. they may be great ſtrangers un- 


to, if not much prejudiced a» 


. gainſt one another, for not walk- 


mg together, in one and the 
ſame way of Profeſſion, and Ex- 


+ ternal Communion. 


Give me leave then, to di- 
ftingniſh this Seed of God, into 
Four fort: : Two, that are witneſſes 


unto Chriſts firſt Miniſtry, as he is 


the Author and reftorer of the law 


end principals of pure nature, and 


is the difpenſer of Gods Image, and 
the manifeſtation of his Will, upon 
the terms of the firſt Covenant ; And 
other two that are witneſſes unto the 
Truth of Chriſts ſecond Miniſtry, as 
heis the new Creator, that regene- 
rates and makes over again hu firſt 
work, a-new, wu the Auther of life 
from the dead, and bringer of im- 
mortality to Light, which is not 
done, by the firft Covenant, nor can 


be; but, by this ſecond knowledge 


and Image of God, begotren and 
wrought, 


J 
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wrouglit, by and according to the 
tenor of the new and everlaſting Co- 


; Yenant. 

The firſt ſort of Witneſſes, we 
ſhall firſt ſpeak unto; and righe- 

ly co have che knowledge of 
them, we muſt yet further con- 

| fider Man in his firſt make, and 

inthe primitive conſtitution of 
being , that was given co him in. 
his ſtate of Innocency before fin 

- þ entered: Soas toenquire, upon 


- + Fl what terms man then ftood with 


| 


God, and in what reſpe& he was 
pronounced good in Gods eyes, 
| and might be faid to be accepred 
of him. | | 
Man then has the perſed-kyows 
ledge of Ged and of Chriſt, as his 
creator and law-giver ( for God 
, created all chings . by Jeſus 
Chrift; by che Word of Gods 
' mouth, -in the Mediator, did all. 
things live, move, and bad their 
' being ) fo that what might be 
| known 


power and God- head, by the aye 
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known of God, even of bis eternal 


that were made, that is, by * 
means of any created beings, viſible, 
or inviſiblegit was manifeſted in man, | 
and was ſhewed to man, by thas - 
mixt, compound berg, which was 

ven him, of an intellettual and _ 
L al or animal Soul, which furs _ 
niſhed him with inward aud out» 
ward ſenſes, proportioned for ſuch 
« kwowledge, and which were re- 
tained ix due ſnbjefwon and fubor- }: 


_ , dination, the one wnto the: other, * 


Fromſuch a proſpe& and furvey 
of things, as mar ot.fagft was fitted 
to receive both from "within and + 
without bim, the inviſible things of 
the Godhead, were clearly feen by 
bim, rendring him without alf ex-. - 
Cuſe, being thereby in(trufedi in the 
any of bus obedience and ſubjeftion 
to the Law of God, under which he 
was wade, to theglorifying him 
as God 3 which.as God expeded 


and 
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| | dr Juired from man, fo he own- 
| | e#@ Fhing #nd acceptance of, from 
« [pan with whom be _ and a- 
| greed »por the terms of bis perſonal 
\ | otdience, and entire ſrt os 
 Þ of althis commands and continuance 
| þ therein, 
() | Three things, man, in this ſtate, 
| ight, and did experimentally 
| dg in himſelf : 
 Þ r. Firſt, The light and mani- 
oo pct of Gods mind and will, as 
C. ' within bim, called in Scrip= 
, the cangle of the Lord,. the oyl 
| | ns Je God furniſhed the 
{age Pirit, which he was to take” 
that through bis default, he did 
wt let go cut, nor diminiſh ; but 
. and renew it, as it ſhould 
| wed, l ſuch means, as God inſtitu» 
" y 
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N ka The Second thing which 
"men experienced, was the life of a 
pms! and intelletiual Soul, that 

itt ſay, & ſuperior part m the ſame 
Soul, 


" . = 
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